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Section A
Criterion A: Language

o How effectively and accurately does the student use language?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

Command of the language is limited and generally ineffective.
1-2 | Alimited range of vocabulary is used, with many basic errors.
Simple sentence structures are sometimes clear.

Command of the language is generally adequate, despite many inaccuracies.
3-4 | Afairly limited range of vocabulary is used, with many errors.
Simple sentence structures are usually clear.

Command of the language is effective, despite some inaccuracies.
5-6 | Arange of vocabulary is used accurately, with some errors.
Simple sentence structures are clear.

Command of the language is good and effective.
7-8 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately, with few significant errors.
Some complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Command of the language is very effective.
9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately and effectively, with very few errors.
Complex sentence structures are clear and effective.
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Criterion B: Message

o How clearly can the student develop and organize relevant ideas?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

The message has not been communicated.
The ideas are irrelevant and/or repetitive.

1-2 The development of ideas is confusing; supporting details are limited and/or not
appropriate.
The message has been partially communicated.

3.4 The ideas are relevant to some extent.

The development of ideas is evident at times; supporting details are sometimes
appropriate.

The message has been communicated fairly well.
5-6 | The ideas are mostly relevant.
The development of ideas is coherent; supporting details are mostly appropriate.

The message has been communicated well.
7-8 | The ideas are relevant.
The development of ideas is coherent and effective; supporting details are appropriate.

The message has been communicated very well.
The ideas are relevant and effective.

9-10 The development of ideas is coherent and thorough; supporting details are highly
appropriate.
Clarification

For the 7-8 mark band, all aspects listed for each task are expected to be present. Scripts should
be marked proportionately lower to the degree to which they fail to meet these requirements.
Please refer to the assessment criteria.

For the 9-10 mark band, the response should also be EFFECTIVE and THOROUGH, with
HIGHLY APPROPRIATE supporting details. The 9-10 mark band is often distinguished from the
7-8 band by its depth of discussion, insightful exploration of the topic and natural and convincing
structure.

NOTE: When marking candidate responses, keep in mind that neither the accuracy of the
information presented, nor the validity of the candidates’ personal opinions, are being assessed.
Therefore, scripts that are factually inaccurate should not be marked down, provided they meet
the requirements of the task, and the ideas are sufficiently developed.
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Criterion C: Format

e How correctly does the student produce the required text type?
e To what extent are the conventions of text types appropriate?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1 The text type is not recognizable.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are not used.

2 The text type is hardly recognizable or is not appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are very limited.

3 The text type is sometimes recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are limited.

4 The text type is generally recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are evident.

5 The text type is clearly recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are effective and evident.
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Section B

Criterion A: Language

¢ How effectively and accurately does the student use language?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

Command of the language is limited and generally ineffective.
1-2 | Alimited range of vocabulary is used, with many basic errors.
Simple sentence structures are sometimes clear.

Command of the language is generally adequate, despite many inaccuracies.
3-4 | Afairly limited range of vocabulary is used, with many errors.
Simple sentence structures are usually clear.

Command of the language is effective, despite some inaccuracies.
5-6 | Arange of vocabulary is used accurately, with some errors.
Simple sentence structures are clear.

Command of the language is good and effective.
7-8 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately, with few significant errors.
Some complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Command of the language is very effective.
9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately and effectively, with very few errors.
Complex sentence structures are clear and effective.
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Criterion B: Argument

¢ How skillfully does the student develop ideas?
e How clear and convincing is the argument?
¢ To what extent does the student react to the stimulus?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-2

The development of ideas is very poor, and the argument is unclear and
unconvincing.

The structure of the argument is vague and confusing.

The ideas are irrelevant.

3-4

The development of ideas is poor, and the argument is rarely clear and
convincing.

The structure of the argument is sometimes apparent.

The ideas are sometimes relevant.

The development of ideas is sometimes good, and the argument has some clarity
and is sometimes convincing.

The structure of the argument is evident.

The ideas are generally relevant.

The development of ideas is good and methodical; the argument is clear and
fairly convincing.

The structure of the argument is coherent and organized.

The ideas are well expressed and relevant.

9-10

The development of ideas is very good and methodical; the argument is
convincing.

The structure of the argument is consistently coherent and organized.

The ideas are very well expressed, relevant and engaging.
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Section A
Criterion A: Language

¢ How effectively and accurately does the student use language?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

Command of the language is limited and generally ineffective.
1-2 | Alimited range of vocabulary is used, with many basic errors.
Simple sentence structures are sometimes clear.

Command of the language is generally adequate, despite many inaccuracies.
3-4 | Afairly limited range of vocabulary is used, with many errors.
Simple sentence structures are usually clear.

Command of the language is effective, despite some inaccuracies.
5-6 | A range of vocabulary is used accurately, with some errors.
Simple sentence structures are clear.

Command of the language is good and effective.
7-8 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately, with few significant errors.
Some complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Command of the language is very effective.
9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately and effectively, with very few errors.
Complex sentence structures are clear and effective.
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Criterion B: Message

e How clearly can the student develop and organize relevant ideas?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

The message has not been communicated.
The ideas are irrelevant and/or repetitive.

1-2 The development of ideas is confusing; supporting details are limited and/or not
appropriate.
The message has been partially communicated.

3.4 The ideas are relevant to some extent.

The development of ideas is evident at times; supporting details are sometimes
appropriate.

The message has been communicated fairly well.
5-6 | The ideas are mostly relevant.
The development of ideas is coherent; supporting details are mostly appropriate.

The message has been communicated well.
7-8 | The ideas are relevant.
The development of ideas is coherent and effective; supporting details are appropriate.

The message has been communicated very well.
The ideas are relevant and effective.

9-10 The development of ideas is coherent and thorough; supporting details are highly
appropriate.
Clarification

For the 7-8 mark band, all aspects listed for each task are expected to be present. Scripts should
be marked proportionately lower to the degree to which they fail to meet these requirements.
Please refer to the assessment criteria.

For the 9-10 mark band, the response should also be EFFECTIVE and THOROUGH, with
HIGHLY APPROPRIATE supporting details. The 9-10 mark band is often distinguished from the
7-8 band by its depth of discussion, insightful exploration of the topic and natural and convincing
structure.

NOTE: When marking candidate responses, keep in mind that neither the accuracy of the
information presented, nor the validity of the candidates’ personal opinions, are being assessed.
Therefore, scripts that are factually inaccurate should not be marked down, provided they meet
the requirements of the task, and the ideas are sufficiently developed.
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Criterion C: Format

o How correctly does the student produce the required text type?
¢ To what extent are the conventions of text types appropriate?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1 The text type is not recognizable.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are not used.
> The text type is hardly recognizable or is not appropriate.

Conventions appropriate to the text type are very limited.

3 The text type is sometimes recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are limited.

4 The text type is generally recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are evident.

5 The text type is clearly recognizable and appropriate.
Conventions appropriate to the text type are effective and evident.
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Section B
Criterion A: Language

o How effectively and accurately does the student use language?

Marks | Level descriptor

0 The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

Command of the language is limited and generally ineffective.
1-2 | Alimited range of vocabulary is used, with many basic errors.
Simple sentence structures are sometimes clear.

Command of the language is generally adequate, despite many inaccuracies.
3-4 | Afairly limited range of vocabulary is used, with many errors.
Simple sentence structures are usually clear.

Command of the language is effective, despite some inaccuracies.
5-6 | A range of vocabulary is used accurately, with some errors.
Simple sentence structures are clear.

Command of the language is good and effective.
7-8 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately, with few significant errors.
Some complex sentence structures are clear and effective.

Command of the language is very effective.
9-10 | A wide range of vocabulary is used accurately and effectively, with very few errors.
Complex sentence structures are clear and effective.
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Criterion B: Argument

o How skillfully does the student develop ideas?
e How clear and convincing is the argument?
e To what extent does the student react to the stimulus?

Marks

Level descriptor

0

The work does not reach a standard described by the descriptors below.

1-2

The development of ideas is very poor, and the argument is unclear and
unconvincing.

The structure of the argument is vague and confusing.

The ideas are irrelevant.

34

The development of ideas is poor, and the argument is rarely clear and
convincing.

The structure of the argument is sometimes apparent.

The ideas are sometimes relevant.

5-6

The development of ideas is sometimes good, and the argument has some clarity
and is sometimes convincing.

The structure of the argument is evident.

The ideas are generally relevant.

The development of ideas is good and methodical; the argument is clear and
fairly convincing.

The structure of the argument is coherent and organized.

The ideas are well expressed and relevant.

9-10

The development of ideas is very good and methodical; the argument is
convincing.

The structure of the argument is consistently coherent and organized.

The ideas are very well expressed, relevant and engaging.
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